
Virtual Spring Folk Music Weekend, May 28 - 30 
Staff: Jeff Davis * Elizabeth LaPrelle and Brian Dolphin * Sally Rogers and Howie Bursen 

Workshop Leaders: Leslie Berman * Clarice Kjerulff * Heather Wood 

For more info on the staff and workshop leaders, see our website www.fmsny.org 

Jeff Davis 
Jeff is one of those musicians who makes everything look easy. He plays old-time fiddle, is a master of the clawhammer banjo and 

just as good on guitar or mandocello, without ever striving too hard for showy licks or empty virtuosity. His singing, based on long 

immersion in the styles of the old singers is truly timeless, conjuring vividly the world of the cowboy or Civil War soldier.” 

(Harbourtown Records) Since Jeff is currently living in New Zealand, he can’t, because of the time difference, join us in person, but 

we will be showing videos of his workshops. 

Elizabeth LaPrelle and Brian Dolphin 
Elizabeth is a scholar and performer of Appalachian ballads, as well as a visual artist and banjo-player. Brian is a choir-leader, 

songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, and student of music-making traditions from all over the world. They live together in Rural Retreat, 

VA with their son, Noah. 

Sally Rogers and Howie Bursen 

Since their 1981 Greenwich Village coffeehouse encounter this duo has built a folk reputation throughout the U.S.A. and Canada, 

even appearing on Garrison Keillor’s A Prairie Home Companion show. With two albums together on the Flying Fish label, they each 

have other recordings and musical adventures. 

Workshop Leaders 

Leslie Berman 

Leslie was brought up in a traditional Ashkenazi Jewish family, and studied Jewish music in her Orthodox synagogue’s Hebrew 

school. She co-produced the first Jewish Ethnic Music Festival at New York’s Hebrew Union College in 1984, showcasing Jewish 

culture and performance from around the globe. Leslie is also our Weekend Chair. Joining Leslie will be special guests Robin 

Greenstein, Daniel Malater & Alison Kelley, and David Wall. 

Clarice Kjerulff 

As well as being the current president of the Society, Clarice is a fine singer, with a soprano voice that has been featured in many 

Christmas Revels. Of Danish extraction, she knows many of the traditional ballads of that country, as well as having an amazing 

reportoire of doo-wop songs (proven in many late-night weekend sessions). Clarice is also an avid photographer. 

Heather Wood 

Heather is a veteran singer from the English revival for some 50+ years, dating from her days with The Young Tradition. She has a 

great repertoire of ballads, historical songs, love and agricultural songs, and a lot from the humorous side. In addition to the old songs, 

she has written some dynamite new ones. Over the years, Heather has also acted as agent for other artists, run folk clubs, organized 

weekends and other events, and written about folk music for an assortment of publications.  

Schedule 

Workshops are 45 minutes each. 

Friday May 28 

7:30 PM Intro to Staff - Staff introduce their workshops and do a number or two. 

8:30 PM approx General chat and sing 

Saturday May 29 

10:00 AM Spoken not Sung (Heather Wood) 

11:00 AM Songs of Jean Ritchie (Sally & Howie) Participatory. 

12:00 noon Fiddle Tunes from Long Island (Jeff Davis) 

1:00 PM Lunch and general chat 

2:00 PM Ballads, Ballads, Ballads. (Sally, Howie, and friends). 

3:00 PM Jewish in Any Language (Leslie Berman) Participatory. 

4:00 PM What a Way To Go!(Jeff Davis) 

5:00 PM Camper Concert I: Anyone can sign up for a spot 

6:00 PM Dinner and general chat 

7:30 PM Concert: Jeff Davis, Sally Rogers and Howie Bursen, Elizabeth LaPrelle and Brian Dolphin 

9:00 PM approx General chat & sing 

Sunday May 30 

10:00 AM Songs of the Spirit (hosted by Clarice Kjerulff) 

11:00 AM Lullabies (Elizabeth and Brian) Participatory 

12:00 noon Folk Duets and Harmonies for the Home Pod (Elizabeth and Brian) Participatory 

1:00 PM Camper Concert II, chat, and Farewell 



Workshop Descriptions 

Saturday May 29 

10:00 AM: Spoken not Sung (Heather) Stories, poems, and monologs, read or recited. Definitely participatory. Anything 

(legal!) goes. 

11:00 AM: Songs of Jean Ritchie (Sally and Howie) Participatory. Jean was a wonderful tradition-bearing singer who also 

wrote great songs. She welcomed the Society to her Port Washington home for may enjoyable summer gatherings. 

12:00 noon Fiddle Tunes from Long Island (Jeff Davis) Old Long Island was a hotbed of tunes, and there are at least two 

collections to prove it: William Sidney Mount (1807-1868), the famous painter of The Banjo Player and The Bones 

Player, was also a fiddler; his collection spans music from English marches, Irish jigs, to tunes learned from the minstrel 

stage and from black fiddlers. The collection of Bellport’s Captain Isaac Homan (1816-1901)— recently uncovered by 

Dave Ruch —also contains a huge variety of tunes—reels, hornpipes, cotillions, waltzes, and much more. Both reflect the 

intense swirl of influences upon fiddlers living near the growing vortex of New York City in the mid-Nineteenth century 

2:00 PM: Ballads, Ballads, Ballads (Sally, Howie, and friends). Tales of yore, tales of gore, true love, murder, mayhem — 

and more!. 

3:00 PM: Jewish in Any Language (Leslie Berman) Participatory. Songs of the Jewish experience from the cradle of 

Jewish civilization to familiar places of the diaspora, in English, Hebrew, Ladino, Yiddish, and any other language you 

might know a Jewish song to sing. 

4:00 PM: What a Way To Go! (Jeff Davis) Some deaths in folk songs. Tally up the body count. 

5:00 PM: Camper Concert Anyone can sign up for a spot. Sing, play, recite, tap dance — whatever you choose. 

7:30 PM: Concert Jeff Davis, Sally Rogers and Howie Bursen, Elizabeth LaPrelle and Brian Dolphin 

Sunday May 30 

10:00 AM: Songs of the Spirit, hosted by Clarice Kjerulff (Participatory). Songs of the spirit are many and varied, and 

include everything from super serious dirges, Gregorian chants, long Hindu and Buddhist mantras, Bach cantatas, and, of 

course, rousing hymns about going to Heaven, acquiring a mansion, and sitting around gaping at a jewel-encrusted throne. 

If there is a heaven, I’m not sure I would want to spend thousands of years looking at a throne, but if there is group 

singing and wonderful ad hoc harmonies, I would want to be there. Bring whatever kind of song of the spirit that cheers 

you on, and join in with the (Zoom) angel band. Sadly, no room of celestial harmonies over Zoom, but we can keep our 

spirits up until we can all meet and sing and harmonize together again. 

11:00 AM: Lullabies (Brian and Elizabeth) - We have several traditional and original lullabies that we have been singing 

to our young son since he was born. Some of them were handed down through Elizabeth’s family. Some of them we 

spontaneously came up with during many hours of sweet sleep deprivation. All of them we find quite beautiful and 

soothing. Perhaps you too would like some soothing music to sing? Parents and caregivers are invited to bring kids to 

listen to this workshop, and if you too need a good nap, we welcome you to do so. 

12 noon: Folk Duets & Harmonies for the Home Pod (Elizabeth and Brian) - We will teach some of our favorite folk 

songs to sing with your partner, housemate, or self. We are drawing on from our favorite material from diverse American 

singing traditions: from Appalachian balladry and Old Time, from camp meeting songs and shape note hymns, and from 

Gospel and contemporary singer-songwriters. Depending on your level of interest, we can talk about how we harmonize 

and arrange some of these traditional songs or we can just sing catchy songs that get everyone singing along with us (and 

each other). 

1:00 PM Camper Concert II, chat, and Farewell 

____________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming and Ongoing Events — See www.fmsny.org for more details 

Every Wednesday, 7:30 - 11:00 pm: Sunnyside Singers Club Online 

Every Thursday, 7:30pm – 12 midnight: Sunnyside Singers Club in person! 

Every first Sunday, 2:00 – 4:00 pm: Sea Chanteys and Maritime Music from South Street 

Every third Sunday, 2:00 - 5:00 pm: Shanty Sing Session (Staten Island)— virtual 

Saturday June 26, 11:00 am - 5:00 pm: Porch Stomp 2021 (Governors Island)— in person 

Saturday August 28 – Friday September 3: TradMaD Camp at Pinewoods Camp in Plymouth MA. Still not definite, but hoping... 

Friday October 29 – 31: Fall Folk Music Weekend at Hudson Valley Resort. Still not definite, but hoping... 

 

Meanwhile, stay safe, and we’ll hope to see you all sometime soon 


